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October 17, 2019 

Dear Mr. Larson and other Selectmen,

On behalf of the Hebron Board of Education (BOE), I write with an update on our 
efforts to assess the drinking water quality at Gilead Hill School (GHS).  I regret not be-
ing able to attend the October 17, 2019 meeting and ask that this response be read 
into the record.   

The BOE’s top priority is the safety of students, faculty and staff at our schools, includ-
ing GHS.  Although the BOE is not currently aware of any violations or exceedances of 
any regulatory lead action levels for the drinking water at GHS, the BOE is undertaking 
a proactive and independent review of the school’s available drinking water data.   

As our community has witnessed with the process at Hebron Elementary School, the 
potential for lead in drinking water is a technical and complicated matter and one that 
the BOE takes very seriously.  In September, the BOE unanimously voted to leverage 
the knowledge and experience of the BOE’s environmental counsel, Shipman & 
Goodwin LLP (Shipman), in tandem with an environmental consultant to jointly 
develop a plan to understand the historical data and, as needed, identify and 
coordinate follow-on steps necessary to ensure the safety and health of GHS students, 
faculty and staff which remains paramount.     

At the BOE’s direction, Shipman secured three competitive proposals from well-
respected national environmental consulting firms with qualified and experienced pro-
fessionals trained in assessing drinking water systems and knowledgeable on applica-
ble laws, regulations and guidance (including the USEPA’s proposed changes to its Lead 
and Copper Rule announced late last week).  After reviewing the three proposals earli-
er this month, the BOE unanimously authorized Shipman to engage TRC on behalf of 
the BOE to review the available GHS drinking water data.  TRC’s independent data as-
sessment is currently underway.  The BOE will then determine its next steps based on 
the findings of this data assessment and we will be available to address questions in 
more detail after this process is further along.  In the interim, routine drinking water 
sampling at GHS will continue as planned. 

We appreciate the mutual interest in the well-being of students, faculty and staff at 
GHS.  We want to assure the community, including GHS parents, students, faculty and 
staff, that the BOE is appropriately evaluating the GHS drinking water data with a me-
thodical and independent professional review.  As noted above, if the data assessment 
process identifies any reason for concern, the BOE will take timely and appropriate 
steps to further investigate and mitigate any such concern.  We look forward to contin-
ued dialogue with the community when more information is available.   

Sincerely, 

Heather R. Petit 

Chair, Hebron Board of Education 

cc: Dr. Lynne B. Pierson, Interim Superintendent
Shipman & Goodwin




